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Background

Step by Step in Moldova (since 1994) -
support to education reform: from teacher- to
child-centeredness

Brought about teachers' awareness of their
role in supporting children's learning (better
recognition of their needs and interests)

Awareness of the child's role in responding to
learning opportunities within his/her “zone”















Constraints/Limitations:

Need to compromise with the more rigid formal
requirements of the system, particularly at
the primary level:

focus on content and overloaded national
curriculum

syllabus

lack of cooperation skills among teachers In
broader (school) context



Teacher- vs. child-centered

Some principles might seem easier to
Implement than others, although it rather
depends on the changed/unchanged mental
paradigm or where the teacher Is positioned
on the continuum

T-centered C-centered



I Teacher- vs. child-centered

I Child-centeredness - children's active
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I Thematic studies

I Thematic studies favor:

real individualization — children can make
choices as to what and how to learn

exploration and learning through discovery

meaningful learning (meaning-making by
children)






Thematic studies (cont.)

I Thematic studies favor:
Integrated curriculum

establishing interdependences (as opposed
to the compartmentalization of knowledge In

the traditional curriculum)

C

eveloping emergent Systems Thinking skills

(viewed by some researchers as the critical
thinking skills of the 215t century)



Thematic study
Streets”



Further questions

How can thematic approach be used to
support emerging systems thinking?

What skills do teachers need to provide
Instructional scaffolding for the new skills?

How to develop these skills in teachers?



