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“Language is the mediator, the medium, and the 
tool of change in the major cognitive transitions in 
early development”  (Katherine Nelson, 1996)
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Criticism of the standard literacy practice
(from a Vygotskian point of view)

• Unit of analysis

• Alienation

• Leading activity

P. Brueghel (1560)



Vygotsky’s triangle
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Subject Object



“The child enters into relations 
with the situation not directly, 
but through the medium of 
another person”

(Vygotsky & Lurija – Tool and symbol in child development)



Becoming literate…

Building up the 
generalised ability of 
using sign systems for
personal and 
interpersonal purposes
within specific cultural
practices.
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In the words of David Olson

“The major feature of literate thought is that

it is about  representations such as explicit

statements, equations, maps, and 

diagrams, rather than about the world”



Literate behaviour

Schematising
activity

Textual
representation

(narrative competence)



Aspects of narrative competence

• Ability ánd disposition

• Addressivity

• Genre



Dynamics of narrating
• Topic – predicate structure
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• Doblaev (1982):

• During the thinking or reasoning process the topic 

can change

• Predicates have different functions and relationships

to the topic



 



Jermains story (6 years old)

The white horse was escaping and the stork 
sits on the roof on her egg and the black 
horse was in the meadow the goat 
[unreadable] the peacock set up his feathers 
and the two tractors had a lot of people and 
there were woodpiles and there were two 
moles



Jermains story (7 years old)
the white horse

the white horse is a ghost it looks like he is rearing up 
but he glides you know why for the farm is a haunted 
house the birds are bats and the horses are firehorses
except the white horse that is a ghost and the people 
are monsters and there is lightning and there are lying 
[unreadable] and it is so scary nobody dares to go 
there the next day and sit on the firehorses with a 
[unreadable] and everything became 



• Narrative competence is based
on the ability of building 
evolving Topic – Predicate
structures

• Children gradually integrate
conventional genre related
characteristics in their narratives



Promoting narrative competence in 
Developmental Education

• Language is a communicative
tool

• Teacher is participant
• Writing before reading
• Practice different literary genres
• Make writing products public 

and communal
• Collaborative assessment



Conclusion
A systematic and stimulating

language practice in the early
grades of primary school creates
opportunities for reflection on the 
elaboration of topics. The 
reflection on topics and predicates
as well as on their relationships
and ways of representing them
fosters the development of 
narrative competence.
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